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I Che Judge's Decision. :
+" ' I ' HE marriage, to my mind, la established from the evi- 4+I dence, +

+ Until he became infatuated with Cecilia Nougues he +
^ ror>A(rn i rra rl Vilo AViUn-oHrtne +a J x-i.

^ »vw0n«ovu inu yuu6ttuuuo l \j tiio pid in tin, ana l ins was me

4- first time that he made himself believe that the plaintiff had XX no further claims on him, or for support, after having recog-
nized and acknowledged her to many people, some of whom 4

4 have testified her^, as his wife, for a period of twenty-five X£ years. >
4- It would be against good conscience, good morals and 4X against the interests of society for the Court to fail to recog- X£ nize the obligations the testimony shows he assumed for >
4- that long period. 4£ John R. Hite, the defendant, should be held to provide a ^£ support for the plaintiff. Defendant Hite, though in the vigor -44-of manhood when he first began to live with the plaintiff, is 4X now an old man; the, plaintiff, her hair almost white with +
+ age, without means to sustain and prosecute her action.
+ And as it appears she is without means of support, means +X should be provided as suit money in this case in the sum of +

$4,000. And for her support and maintenance the sum of $50 +
+ per month during the pendency of this action. XX The plaintiff is entitled to a decree of divofce dissolving +
+ the bonds of matrimony existing between the plaintiff 4nd +X defendant. ^4-

AN American red woman has been fighting- a white man multimillionairefor her honor, her status as a wifa and her share
in her husband's many millions, and the Indian woman has

won.

She has fought without money, in strange courts, against tremendousodds. She has fought for years.
Her antagonist was the millionaire John R. Hite, a paleface of

JVLaripuoa , ^O.uuiuia.

By all the laws of the white man's civilization the Indian woman
and the millionaire have been man and wife for nigh on twenty-five
years.
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Yet the millionaire married secretly one of his own race in San
Francisco two years ago.married her, while in Mariposa County,
a gray-haired, red skinned woman, bowed with years spent in serving
him as wife, waited for him to come back to her.

She would have been waiting for him now with faith born of
ignorance had not some one told her that in San Francisco there

onAfVion.<-> ^ ^ 1 .i. i.j
.. a, uvauuiui ijaicmct:.who xmu stepped into ner rignis.

Then it was that she gathered her blanket about her and came down
from Indian Peak Ranch to claim recognition as the lawful Mrs.
Hite, and she has won it.

Her husband, the millionaire white man, was unfaithful. She
has placed upon him the brand of bigamist.

She has stamped the white woman who became his wife two
years ago with the most terrible mark that can be stamped upon a
woman.

The red woman has appealed to the white man's laws and found
justice because of them. tIt is the strangest story that ever grew out
of the conquest of the Indians by the palefaces.

Thirty years ago Lucy, the Indian girl, was a beauty, radiant
with the shadowy duskiness of her tribe. i

Day by day she heard her eyes likened to the tints of midnight
that were familiar to the dwellers in the open air. She knew of j
coral that it was of red similar to her lips. A wild rose was held to ,

rnatcii nei cueeKs. j ne lexiure ui saun was expiameu uy an Amen-
f

can who compared it to her wealth of hair. Her life, wild, f;ee,
glorious as the long, fair days, had in it plenty of admiration and

plenty of excitement.
With her sister Maresa, which is Indian for Mary, with her father

and her brothers, she wandered through the mountains of the

Sierras, hunting, fishing, cooking. The white man was familiar to r

her and pleasing. She^met him constantly hunting gold wherewith T

to coin money. He paid her many compliments and made her of c

much account among the red men of her own tribe, whom in time
she rather looked upon with contempt. *

From Maresa, who was some years her senior, she learned that v

the white man had many laws that were good for his "women folks." f
She learned with quickened pulse and beating heart that his squaw
was treated as an equal, never beaten, never bidden to work unless t
she desired. She heard how ,in the towns the white man dressed
nio aquciw in satins ana piemy or ueaas, now sue naa soil ieamers 1
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to lie upon and walls thicker than any tent, where the rain never
came through.

She heard how the white man's laws made him always good and
faithful to the woman he loved, how he would fight for her, work for
her and never desert her unless she was very wicked.

Maresa made her understand as she had learned it herself, from
WhitAm & n a n fl txrnmnn + Vi r* rviinino- c*4-V.^-v /-> ? t r ^ 1 ? r» o ^ ' c?

wife was his greatest pride.
He may only have one, the elder sister explained, therefore she

is everything to him.
It is easy to imagine then to what flights the ambition of these

two maidens soared. Together they dreamed of a time when, among
the many white skinned explorers who were constantly finding their
way into the > V..... forests, two would come golden-haired, fairskinned,soft-voiced and offer to. them a biding place among the
white squaw.

They told their dream only to edch other until at last one daythey confided it to him who was to make it true.
All this happened when the depths of California still held forth

the promise of gold. The spirit of adventure spread from north to
south. It caught in its wave the youth of Virginia. Exploring
oarties were made up from all sorts and conditions of its people.The flower of its aristocracy went to try their fortunes with those
)f the lower classes. s

To just what set young John Hite belonged cannot here be put *

1 nwn fnr Vi o. 1iiwc<Aif v»~ < .1""" J
*iia.- >i<ji given many u<ii_a. wun regard to his

amily before he came into the Sierras.
While the two dusky Indian maidens dreamed of happiness from

nating with the white man, John Hite, one of the young Virginians,
vitha party of daring and enthusiastic companions penetrated from ic

anyon to canyon aiong the trail of the great Sierras. p<
With youth in their limbs and ambition in their hearts the climb

vas as easy as the flight of a bird. Nothing intimidated them. The ai
vilder the country the lighter was the note they sang. Out into the n<
ree air they caroled the tune that was to bear them to glory. It
"Mighty is the power of gold," they sang persistently, while about di

hem in great drifts gathered and grew piles upon piles of snow. E
Vt first they rejoiced in its grandeur. They pelted each other with ^
t like school boys. They used it for water.. They sweetened it for
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+ ES, 1 am glad the long talk is over. I, John Hite's wife, >

| he know, I know, everybody in Hite's Cove and Mari- ^
> posa know we live together, lawyer man say twenty-
^ five years. Indians no count the years, but when John Hite +
+ take me to be his wife I was young woman and his hair not ^
+ white. Why take so long for Judge man to know what every-

body know? But where John Hite? Why he no come? He *

+ my husband, so Judge man say, maybe now he come back.

£ Ranch-same as when-he went away. I wait so long for him.
When he go way he say he come back. Every day for long, X£ long time I go to hill where I see the trail' for long way, and
look and look, but he no come, and when sun go down I goX back to house and put lamp where he see. Rut he no come. ^f" Maybe he come now.

-

I don't know how much money John Hite got, but he rich +X man. He not rich when I went to be his wife. We live in Xf" cabin and eat beans and bacon, sometimes no coffee, nof-
sugar. Then we work hard, he got rich. I know what he <».

got, lawyer man say what it worth. He got lots of houses in *

San Francisco and Alameda, big ranches in Mariposa and
Fresno, and what you call New Mexico. There he got Hite's *

mine. He just begin to work mine when I go to be his wife.
Plenty gold come from that mine.

Long, long time ago, when he strong and straight, we
*

have papoose, but it die. He say to Judge man he forgot. *
Indians no forget that way. ^

e cream. It had no appearance of fatality until it became Immetrable.
Suddenly, in all the interest of their hunt for gold they beeam®
vare that they were in the midst of a Sierra blizzard. The snow
) longer fell straight from a threatening sky. It floated in eddle®.
was carried about them in whirlwinds. It moved not in on®

reetion downward from thp hcavpna »hnm l.nt in a ihmuMj

ast, west, north, south, it was impossible to calculate its direction,
he young men exploring for gold were carried klong without

Continued on I'nge Thirty-four.


